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before me, so I said nothing about the effort of kissing a 'swear
book/ nor further bothered the inspector."13
The magistrate, who, oddly enough, was the same one who
had examined him at Loughree, summed up with a justification
of the police for having arrested the American. Then he pro-
ceeded to discharge him. Whether the decision was due to the
telegram which Mr. Trevelyan, the Chief Secretary for Ire-
land, stated in the House of Commons that he had sent to
Ireland, or whether it was due to the magistrate's native wis-
dom, George could not determine. "My papers," he continues in
the account of the incident, "were restored to me, and as the
magistrate expressed a desire to read the whole of The Irish
Land Question, 1 asked him to accept a copy, and gave one each
to the Sub-Inspector and the constable who had personally
been very polite to me.14
Next morning the two correspondents wasted no time climb-
ing into the jaunting car behind their Irish driver and the fleet
little mare. As to further adventure, George only indicates:
"... how the police followed us into the wilds of Connemara,
and how we lost them by the aid of a horse that could under-
stand Irish, if she could not speak it."15
Irish friends who learned of the American's predicament
hurried to his wife to apologize and commiserate with her, and
were quite amazed to find her unworried. Her sense of humor
reassured her—and besides she had received a note from her
husband saying, "Am enjoying the trip and seeing a lot."16
Yet George knew that such treatment as he had experienced
could on occasion prove most annoying. When he reached Dub-
lin he sent a letter to President Arthur protesting against "wan-
ton annoyances, unreasonable inquisitions and imprisonment
upon frivolous pretexts" suffered by American citizens abroad
without adequate intervention by American diplomats. In real-
ity, the letter was aimed at James Russell Lowell, the American
Minister to the Court of St. James's. This assignment, as George
afterward wrote in a critical yet humorous vein, was "a place
for the spoiling of good poets."
After he returned to the United States, Henry George re-
ceived a letter from Secretary of State Frelinghuysen who
passed on to him "the regret of Her Majesty's Government that
this incident should have occurred,"17 and invited him to enter
a claim for damages. George declined to do this.
The publicity given the arrests in Ireland, the reference to

